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Appalachian Laboratory hosts public lecture on shale gas and alternative 
fuel sources 

FROSTBURG, MD (April 15, 2013)–The Appalachian Laboratory of the University of Maryland Center 
for Environmental Science presents a free public lecture, The Energy Sustainability Dilemma: 
Powering the Future in a Finite World, by geoscientist and Canadian unconventional natural gas 
expert David Hughes. The lecture will occur Tuesday, April 23, at 7 p.m. at 301 Braddock Road in 
Frostburg.  
 
According to Hughes, the Energy Sustainability Dilemma is now unfolding and will profoundly impact 
future generations unless the finite nature of fossil fuel resources is managed for long-term 
sustainability. He will discuss the “Shale Revolution”–which has allowed the extraction of oil and gas 
from previously inaccessible rocks through horizontal drilling and multi-stage hydraulic fracturing–the 
ongoing dependence on a variety of fossil fuel sources, and the need to rethink the way we use 
energy, including ways to use much less and objectively assess alternative energy options. 
 
David Hughes is a geoscientist who has studied the energy resources of Canada for nearly four 
decades, including 32 years with the Geological Survey of Canada as a scientist and research 
manager. He developed the National Coal Inventory to determine the availability and environmental 
constraints associated with Canada’s coal resources. As Team Leader for Unconventional Gas on the 
Canadian Gas Potential Committee, he coordinated the recent publication of a comprehensive 
assessment of Canada’s unconventional natural gas potential. Over the past decade, he has 
researched, published and lectured widely on global energy and sustainability issues in North America 
and internationally. He is a Fellow of the Post Carbon Institute and his work has been featured in the 
popular press, radio, television and other public media. He is currently president of Global 
Sustainability Research Inc, a consultancy dedicated to research on energy and sustainability issues.  
 
Scientists at the University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science's Appalachian Laboratory 
actively study the effects of land-use change on terrestrial and freshwater ecosystems and how human 
activity may influence their health and sustainability on local, regional and global scales. The scientific 
results help to unravel the consequences of environmental change, manage natural resources, restore 
ecosystems, and foster ecological literacy. 
 
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND CENTER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
The University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science unleashes the power of science to 
transform the way society understands and manages the environment. By conducting cutting-edge 
research into today's most pressing environmental problems, we are developing new ideas to help 
guide our state, nation, and world toward a more environmentally sustainable future through five 
research centers—the Appalachian Laboratory in Frostburg, the Chesapeake Biological Laboratory in 
Solomons, the Horn Point Laboratory in Cambridge, the Institute of Marine and Environmental 
Technology in Baltimore, and the Maryland Sea Grant College in College Park. www.umces.edu 
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