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Many States are Developing 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Goals

~20 States

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Goals
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Commission on Climate Change

• Established by April 20 Executive Order by Governor O’Malley.

• 22 members, including state agency heads (including Chancellor22 members, including state agency heads (including Chancellor 
Kirwan) and 6 members of General Assembly; chaired by Secretary 
of the Environment Shari Wilson.

• Advise Governor and General Assembly on matters related to y
climate change.

• Develop a Plan of Action to address the drivers and causes of 
climate change, to prepare for the likely consequences and impacts g , p p y q p
of climate change to Maryland, and to establish firm benchmarks 
and timetables for implementing the Plan of Action. 

• Supported by 3 Working Groups (including many USM experts):pp y g p ( g y p )

– Scientific and Technical Working Group

– Greenhouse Gas and Carbon Mitigation Working Group

– Adaptation and Response Working Group

http://www.mde.state.md.us/air/mccc/



Commission on Climate Change

Products and Milestones

• Within one year present to the Governor and General 
Assembly the Plan of Action, including:

Comprehensive Climate Change Impact Assessment– Comprehensive Climate Change Impact Assessment

– Comprehensive Greenhouse Gas and Carbon Footprint 
Reduction Strategy

– Comprehensive Strategy for Reducing Maryland’s 
Climate Change Vulnerability

R t t th G d G l A bl b f• Report to the Governor and General Assembly on or before 
November 1 an update on the development of the Plan of 
Action, implementation timetables and benchmarks, and 
preliminary recommendations including draft legislationpreliminary recommendations, including draft legislation. 



Sea-level Rise Projections

Will need to estimateWill need to estimate
Relative Sea-level Rise

(adjusted for subsidence)

www.northeastclimateimpacts.org/



Onroad gasoline use

Residential, commercial, industrial

Electricity







USM Environmental Sustainability Initiative
Three Integrated PillarsThree Integrated Pillars

Programs
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Sustainability
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PracticesPractices
• Presidential leadership:  ACUP Climate Commitment

F ilit ti GHG i i dit d• Facilitating campus GHG emission audits and 
reduction plans

• Governor’s EmPOWER Maryland Initiative: 15 by 15Governor s EmPOWER Maryland Initiative: 15 by 15
• Green design for new facilities and renovations
• Smart Growth in our communitiesSmart Growth in our communities
• Leadership by Administrative VPs
• Student, faculty and staff engagementStudent, faculty and staff engagement



Presidents signing the Commitment are pledging toPresidents signing the Commitment are pledging to 
eliminate their campuses’ greenhouse gas emissions 
over time. This involves:

• Completing an emissions inventory
• Within two years, setting a target date and interim 

milestones for becoming climate neutralmilestones for becoming climate neutral.
• Taking immediate steps to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions by choosing from a list of short-term actions.y g
• Integrating sustainability into the curriculum and making 

it part of the educational experience.
M ki th ti l i t d t• Making the action plan, inventory and progress reports 
publicly available.


