
Welcome to the new CBL Newsletter format! As you
scroll through, you will see we have had a lot of great
events and reasons to celebrate this past month. A big
thank you to Renee Arnold for her Canva/Constant
Contact skills - we are hoping this new version makes it
easier to read, whether on your laptop or your phone.
Let us know what you think, and Happy November! 

Beth

In Case You Missed It!
Admiral of the Chesapeake

On Wednesday, October 1st, Tom
Miller was invested as the 111th
Admiral of the Chesapeake by
Governor Wes Moore at a ceremony
in the State House in Annapolis. For
the first -me, nomina-ons for the
award were open to the public, and a
review commi.ee selected
candidates from the nomina-ons. The
final decision on the recipient was
made by the Secretary of DNR, Josh
Kurtz, and the Governor's Chief of
Staff. The award recognizes Tom's
career-long work to improve the
management of blue crab and other
species in the Bay.

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=af20c73a-fbfe-4028-8cbc-5871f1d9564b


In October, Solange Filoso par-cipated in a five-day BEST-REST Workshop -tled
“The Biodiversity–Ecosystem Service–Climate Resilience Triangle: developing
future restora-on strategy for stream ecosystems.” The event took place in
Leipzig, Germany, at the Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research – UFZ.

The workshop brought together stream restora-on scien-sts from around the
world to explore how biodiversity-oriented and ecosystem func-on-oriented
restoration goals can help strengthen climate resilience in stream ecosystems.
The group even had the opportunity to visit a restored river by kayak,
experiencing firsthand how restora-on efforts translate into real-world
improvements, and having some fun along the way. It was an inspiring five days
of exchange and collabora-on among an engaged interna-onal community, and
par-cipants are now working together on a joint paper to further advance these
ideas.



On October 11th CBL joined the many exhibitors and vendors at the annual
Patuxent River Apprecia-on Day (PRAD), held at the Calvert Museum. Thankfully,
the rain held off mostly un-l everyone was packing up! CBL had many visitors to
its booth who were eager to learn about our 100 years history in water quality
and oysters, and of course, the Dolphins are always a huge hit. CBL was also a part
of the First Annual 'Shuck it! Solomons' - a brand-new event celebra-ng the rich
oyster heritage of the Chesapeake Bay. This was a huge success, which the
Solomons business association will continue next year, stay tuned! 

Thank you to the volunteers, Tom, Danielle, Anna, Amir, Beth and Raul, who,

https://www.calvertmarinemuseum.com/311/PRAD
https://visitsolomonsmd.com/shuck-it-solomons


without their help, would not have been possible, and apologies to the aDernoon
crew for failing to take pictures!

On October 22, Eva Bailey presented a poster at the 2025 Potomac River
Conference: Integra#ng Science, Policy, and Communica#ons to Combat
Harmful Algal Blooms. The conference expounded on the science, policy,
management, and public communica-ons of freshwater harmful algal blooms
(HABs) in the Potomac River basin and beyond.

https://www.potomacriver.org/event/2025-potomac-river-conference-integrating-science-policy-and-communications-to-combat-harmful-algal-blooms/


General TailWinds updates
Kirsten Silva, Caroline Tribble, and Helen Bailey (from left to right in
the image) attended the North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium on
October 22-23, 2025 in New Bedford Massachusetts, pictured in
front of a model of a 100 ft blue whale heart. 
Kirsten and Caroline presented a full live talk at the meeting in the
acoustics session on “Observed spatial and temporal trends of North
Atlantic Right Whale occurrence over the past decade offshore
Maryland, U.S.A.”

https://tailwinds.umces.edu/


Real-Time Whale Monitoring
The Ocean City real-time whale buoy had its first detection of North
Atlantic right whale sounds on October 26th, triggering the first
NOAA Slow Zone for the E Ocean City area, effective through
November 10th. 
Whale season has begun, with frequent detections of fin whales, and
the first detection of humpback whales! 
Baleen whale sounds can generally be observed offshore Maryland
from August through April. They have a decreased presence during
the summer months, June and July. 

https://tailwinds.umces.edu/rtwb/
https://dcs.whoi.edu/mdoc2505/mdoc2505_mdoc.shtml?_gl=1*1al4znt*_gcl_au*MTIwOTEyMzc0Ny4xNzYxOTM1MjAz*_ga*OTc3MzY2NDE4LjE2ODU0NjYxMzU.*_ga_HLKFZX9JZK*czE3NjE5MzUyMDMkbzY2JGcwJHQxNzYxOTM1MjAzJGo2MCRsMCRoMA..


Mid Atlantic Marine Biodiversity Observation Network
The acous-c telemetry array off Ocean City MD recorded 22,826
detec-ons of 629 fish transmi.ers during the ini-al November 2024
- April 2025 deployment period. 
Detected species included Atlan-c sturgeon; great white, sand -ger,
sandbar, spinner, dusky, angel, thresher, Atlan-c sharpnose, and
black-p sharks; green and leatherback sea turtles; striped bass;
bluefin tuna; swordfish; false albacore; cobia; manta and cownose
rays; alewife and blueback herring.

FRA Palooza 2025

On October 23rd, FRAs from all
around UMCES a.ended the first ever
FRA Palooza at the UMCES Annapolis
loca-on. The day was filled with
thoughMul conversa-on, team

https://marinebon.org/us-mbon/mid-atlantic-mbon/


building, learning, great company and
laughter. And - sensa-onal food to
boot! We were joined by President
Fernando for opening remarks to kick-
off the day. 

The UMCES FRA Council coordinated the event aDer widespread interest and
Fernando's commitment to collabora-on and team building. The FRA Council
intends to make this an annual event, so please keep an eye out for future
updates. 

On behalf of the FRA Council, THANK YOU to everyone who a.ended, contributed
and supported this event in anyway. And, to Fernando for his great idea and
encouragement!

Any sugges-ons or ques-ons for the council? Please contact your CBL FRA Council
representative Theresa M. @ tmurphy@umces.edu

CBL FRAs Jamie Testa, Jerry Frank, Theresa Murphy, Ceana Hoburn, Amber
DeMarr, Kaitlin Beasley-Polko, Maddy Raimondi, and Casey Hodgkins a.ended
the inaugural FRA Paloozza at the new UMCES Annapolis office. This was a great
opportunity for FRAs from all units to get to know each other with ice breakers,

mailto:tmurphy@umces.edu


lightning talks, storytelling, and an aluminum foil boat challenge! CBL's own,
Ceana Hoburn took first place in boat building!

MEES Colloquium

The Annual MEES Graduate Colloquium was hosted October 24-25 by UMCES AL
and MEES. Below is a sub-set of the CBL con-ngent at the MEES colloquium,
taken after dinner Friday evening.



Spatial Decision-Making under Markovian Dynamics: A Mixed-
Integer Programming Approach

October 27, Postdoctoral researcher Chao Wang presented his lab’s research at
the 2025 INFORMS Annual Mee#ng in Atlanta - the leading interna-onal
conference on opera-ons research and analy-cs. His talk, “Spa-al Decision-
Making under Markovian Dynamics: A Mixed-Integer Programming Approach,”
examined how to allocate limited conserva-on resources to best promote species
dispersal connec-vity. While corridor geometry has long served as a template for
conserva-on planning, this work highlights that func-onal connec-vity can itself
induce corridor-like structures in nature—sugges-ng that geometry should follow
function, not precede it.

Postdoctoral researcher Chao
Wang presented research at the
2025 INFORMS Annual Mee-ng in
Atlanta. His talk examined how to
allocate limited conserva-on
resources to best promote species
dispersal connec-vity. While
corridor geometry has long been
used as a template for
conserva-on planning, this work
highlights that func-onal
connec-vity can itself induce
corridor-like structures in nature—
sugges-ng that geometry should
follow func-on, not precede it. The
study reframes corridor design as a
func-on-first, not geometry-first,
decision problem.

Chao Wang at the 2025 INFORMS
Annual Mee-ng (Atlanta, GA), the
leading interna-onal conference
on opera-ons research and
analy-cs, represen-ng the
University of Maryland Center for
Environmental Science.

https://meetings.informs.org/wordpress/annual/
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